BLU 

&LUFF. adj. Big ; Turly; biuftering. 

Like thole whom flature did to crowns prefer, 

^ Black-brOw d and bluffs like Homer’s Jupiter. Dryden-. 
Blu'ish. adj. .[from bins.'] Blue in a fmall degree. 

Side Reeves and fkirts, round underborne, with a bluijh tinfel. 

Shakefp. Much ado about Nothing. 
At lair, as far as I could call my eyes 
Upon the fea, fomewhat, methought, did rife 
Like b.uijio mills. Dryden s Indian Emper our. 

Here, in full light, the ruffet plains extend, 

^ There wrapt in clouds the bluijh hills afcend. Pope. 

Blu'ishness. n. f. [from blue .] A fmall degree of blue colour. 

I could make, with crude copper, a folution without the 
^ bhiijhnefs , that is wont to accompany its vulgar folutions. Boyle-. 

1 o BLU'NDER. r o. n. [ blundercn , Dutch; perhaps from blind.] 

1 . To miflake grofsly ; to err very widely ; to miftake ftu- 
pidly. It is a word implying contempt. 

It is one thing to forget matter of fadl, and another to blun- 
der upon the rcafon of it. L’EJlrange. 

The grandees and giants in knowledge, who laughed at all 
bcfides themfelves, as barbarous and infignificant, yet blunder- 
ed^ and Humbled, about their grand and principal concern; 

South . 

2 . lo flounder; to Humble. 

He who now to fenfe, now nonfenfe leaning. 

Means not, but blunders round about a meaning. Pope. 
ToB lunder. v. a. To mix foolilhly or blindly. 

He feems to underfland no difference between titles of re- 
fpedl and adds of w 7 orfhip ; between expreflions of efleem and 
devotion ; between religious and civil worfhip : for he. blunders 
and confounds all thefe together ; and whatever proves one, 
he thinks, proves all the reR. Stillingjleet. 

Blunder, n. f [from the verb.] A grofs or fliameful miflake. 
It was the advice of Schomberg to an hiRorian, that he 
fhould avoid being particular in the drawing up of an army,* 
and other circumllances in the day of battle ; for that he had 
obferved notorious blunders and abfurdities committed by writ- 
ers not converfant in the art of war. Addifon. Freeholder. 

It is our own ignorance that makes us charge thofe works of 
the Almighty, as defedls or blunders , as ill-contrived or ill- 
made. Derham’s Phyfico-Theology. 

Blu'ndereuss. n.f. [from blunder.] A gun that is charged 
with many bullets, fo that, without any exadl aim, there is a 
chance of hitting the mark. 

There are blv.nderbujfes in every loop-hole, that go off of 
their own accord, at -the fqueaking of a fiddle. Dryden. 

Blu'nderer. n.f. [from blunder.] A man apt to commit blun- 
ders; a blockhead. 

Another fort of judges will decide in favour of an authour, 
or will pronounce him a mere blunderer , according to the com- 
pany they have kept. JVatts’s Improvement of the Mind. 

Blu'nderhead. n. f [from blunder and head.] A Rupid 
fellow. 

At the rate of this thick-skulled blunderhead , every plow- 
jobber fliall take upon him to read upon divinity. L’EJlrange. 
BLUNT, adj. [etymology uncertain.] 

1. Dull on the edge or point ; not fliarp. 

If the iron be blunt , and he do not whet the edge, then muR 
he put to moreRrength. Ecclef x. 10. 

Thanks to that beauty, which can give an edge to the blunt- 
eft fwords. Sidney , b. i. 

2. Dull in underfianding ; not quick. 

Valentine being gone, I’ll quickly crofs. 

By fome fly trick, blunt Thurio’s dull proceeding. 

Shahefp. Two Gentlemen of Verona. 
Whitehead, a grave divine, was of a blunt ftoical nature; 
one day the queen happened to fay, I like thee the better, be- 
caufe thou livefi unmarried. He anfwered ; Madam, I like you 
the worfe. Bacon's Apophthegms. 

3. Rough ; not delicate ; not civil. 

The mayor of the town came to feize them in a blunt man- 
ner, alleging a warrant to Hop them. W itton. 

’Tis not enough your counfel Rill be true ; 

Blunt truths more mifehief than nice falfehoods do. Pope. 

4. Abrupt ; not elegant. 

To ufe too many circumfiances, ere one come to the matter, 
is wean fome ; to ufe none at all, is blunt. Bacon . 

5/ Hard to penetrate. This ufe is improper. 

I find my heart hardened and blunt to new impreflions ; it 

will fcarce receive or retain affections of yefierday. 

Pope , Lett, lxxxiii. to Swift. 

To Blunt, v. a. [from the noun.] 
j. To dull the edge or point. 

So ficken warning moons too near the fun, 

And blunt their crefeents on the edge of day. Dryden. 

Earthly limbs, and grofs allay, 

Blunt not the beams of heav’n, and edge of day. Dryden. 

He had fuch things to urge againfi our marriage, 

As, now declar’d, would blunt my fword in battle, 

And dafiardize my courage. Dryden’ s Don Sebaflian. 

2. To reprefs, or weaken any appetite, defire, or power of the 
mind. 
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Blunt not his love ; 

Nor loofe the good advantage of his o- r ace 
By feeming cold. Shah/p. Henry IV. p. 
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Blu'ntly. adv. [from blunt.] 

1. In a blunt manner; without fharpnefs. 

2. Coarfely ; plainly ; roughly. 

I can keep honefi counfels, marr a curious tale in tellino 
and deliver a plain meffage bluntly. Shahefp. IGn , /J ’ 

A man of honefl blood, 0 r ' 

Who to his wife, before the time affign’d 
For childbirth came, thus bluntly fpoke his mind. j 

Blu'ntness. n.f [from blunt.] )dl 

1. Want of edge or point; dulnefs ; obtufenefs 
fliarpnefs. 

The crafty boy, that had full oft effay’d 
To pierce my Rubborn and refifling breaft. 

But Rill the bluntnefs of his darts betray’d. Suck'd- 

2. Coarfenefs ; roughnefs of manners ; rude fincerity. 

His filence grew wit, his bluntnefs integrity, his beaflly i a 
norance, virtuous fimplicity. Sidney, b i 

Manage difputes with civility ; whence fome readers will be 
aflifled to difeern a difference betwixt bluntnefs of fpeech and 
flrength of reafon. 

^ Falfe friends, his deadliefl foes, could find no way, J 
But fliows of honefl bluntnefs to betray. Dryd. H. and Pan 
Blu'ntwitted. adj. [from blunt and wit.] Dull ; Rupid. 

Bluntwitted lord, ignoble in demeanour. Shahefp. H. VI. 
BLUR. n.f. [, borra , Span, a blot. Shinn.] A blot; a Rain; afpot! 
Man, once fallen, was nothing but a great blur ; a total uni- 
verfal pollution. g out ^ 

To Blur. v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To blot; to efface; to obfeure. 

Such an a£l. 

That blurs the grace and blufh of modefly. 

Calls virtue hypocrite. Shahefp. King Lear . 

Long is it fince I faw him ; 

But time hath nothing blurr’d thofe lines of favour. 

Which then he wore. t Shahefp. Cymbeline: 

Concerning innate principles, I defire thefe men to fay, 
whether they can, or cannot, by education and cuftom, ht blur- 
red and blotted out. Locke. 

2. To blot; to Rain. 

Sarcafms may eclipfe thine own. 

But cannot blur my loft renown. Hudibras , p. 1. cafit. iii. 
To Blurt, v. a. [without etymology.] To fpeak inadvert- 
ently ; to let fly without thinking. 

Others cafl out bloody and deadly fpeeches at random, and 
cannot hold, but blurt out thofe words, which afterwards, they 
are forced to eat. Haheivell on Providence. 

They had fome belief of a Deity, which they, upon fur- 
prizal, thus blurt out. Government of the Tongue, § 5. 

To BLUSH, v. n. [ blofen , Dutch.] 

1. To betray fhame or confufion, by a red colour in the cheek. 

I have mark’d 
A thoufand blufoing apparitions 
To flartinto her face ; a thoufand innocent fliames. 

In angel whitenefs, bear away thefe blufhes. 

Shahefp. Much ado about Nothing. 
Pale and bloodlefs. 

Being all defeended to the lab’ring heart, 

Which with the heart there cools, and ne’er returned! 

To blujh and beautify the cheek again. ShakeJ'p. Henry VI. 
I will go wafli : 

And when my face is fair, you fliall perceive 
Whether I bluf: , or no. Shahefp. Cymbeline. 

All thefe things are graceful in a friend’s mouth, which are 
blujhing in a man’s own. Bacon , Effay 28. 

Shame caufeth blufoing ; blujhing is the refort of the blood 
to the face ; although blufoing will be feen in the whole breaft, 
yet that is but in paflage to the face. Bacon s Nat. Hifcry. 
Blujh then, but blujh for your deflrudtive filence, 

That tears your foul. Smith’s Phadr. and Hippolitus. 

2. To carry a red colour, or any foft and bright colour. 

To day he puts forth 

The tender leaves of hope ; tomorrow blofloms, 

And bears his blufoing honours thick upon him. Sh. II. VI. 
Along thofe blufoing borders, bright with dew. Thomfon. 

3. It has at before the caufe of fhame. 

He whin’d, and roar’d away your victory, 

That pages blujh’ d at him ; and men of heart 
Look’d wond’ring at each other. Shakefp. Coriolams. 

You have not yet lofl all your natural modefly, but blufo at 
your vices. Ccrfamy s Sermons, 

Blush, n.f. [from the verb.] 

1. The colour in the cheeks, raifed by fhame or confufion. 

The virgin’s wifli, without her fears, impart, 

Excufe the blujh , and pour out all the heart. Pope. 

2. A red or purple colour. 

But here the rofes blufo fo rare. 

Here the mornings fmile fo fair. 

As if neither cloud, nor wind, 

But would be courteous, would be kind. Crapaiv. 

2; Sudden 
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Sudden appearance; a fignification that feems barbarous, yet 

^ .j fed bv ^ood writers. „ , r n n n 

All purely identical propofitions, obvioufly and at firfl blufo , 
appear to contain no certain inftrudion in them. Locke. 

Biu'shy. adj. [from Hu b.] Having the colour of a bluih. . 
Blofloms of trees, that are white, are commonly inodorate , 
thofe of apples, crabs, and peaches, are hlujby, and foell fweet. 

Bacons Natural Hjt. IN 507. 

Stratonica entering, moved a blujhy colour in his face ; but) 
deferting him, he relapfed into the fame palenefs and languour. 

Harvey on Confumptiotis « 

To BLU'STER. v. n. [fuppofed from blajl.] 

1. To roar as a Rottn ; to be violent and loud. 

Earth his uncouth mother was. 

And bluJI ring Tolus his boafled fire. Spenfer. 

So now he Rorms with many a flurdy floure ; 

So now his bluf’ ring blafl each coafl doth fcour. Spenfer. 

2. To bully; to puff; tofwagger; to be tumultuous. 

My heart’s too big to bear this, fays a biuftering fellow ; I’ll 
deftroy myfelf. Sir, fays the gentleman, here’s a dagger at 
your fervice ; fo the humour went off. L’EJlrange. 

3 Either he muR fink to a downright confefTioii, or elfe he 
muft huff and blujler , till perhaps he raife a counter-Rorm. 

Government of the Tongue . 
Virgil had the majefly of a lawful prince, and Statius only 
the blufering of a tyrant. Dryden s Spanijh Friar , Dedication. 
There let him reign the jailor of the wind; 

With hoarfe commands his breathing fubjedls call, 

And boafl and blujler in his empty hall. Dryden’ s LEneid. 

Blu'ster. n.f [from the verb.] 

1. Roar; noife; tumult. 

The Ikies look grimly. 

And threaten prefent blufers. Shahefp. Twelfth Night . 

To the winds they fet 

Their corners ; when with blujler to confound 

Sea, air, and fhore. Milton’s Paradife Loft , b. x. /. 665. 

So, by the brazen trumpet’s blujler , 

Troops of all tongues and nations mufler. Swift. 

2. Boafl; boifleroufnefs ; turbulence; fury. 

Spare thy Athenian cradle, and thofe kin. 

Which in the blujler of thy wrath muR fall 
With thofe that have offended. Shahefp. Timon. 

A coward makes a great deal more blufer than a man of ho- 
nour. L’EJlrange. 

Blusterer, n.f [from blujler.] A fvvaggerer ; a bully; a tu- 
multuous noify fellow. 

Blu'strous. adj. [from blujler.] Tumultuous; noify. 

The ancient heroes were illuflrious 
For being benign, and not blujlrous. Hudibras , p. i. c. iii. 

BMI. n.f. A note in mufick. 

Gamut I am, the ground of all accord, 

Bmi, Bianca, take him for thy lord. Shahefp. T im. Shrew . 
Bo. interj. A word of terrour ; from Bo, an old northern cap- 
tain, of fuch fame, that his name was ufed to terrify the 
enemy. Temple. 

BOAR, n.f [bap, Saxon ; beer , Dutch.] The male fwine. 

To fly the boar, before the boar purfues, 

Were to incenfe the boar to follow us. Shakefp. Rich. III. 
She fped the boar away ; 

His eyeballs glaire with fire, fuffus’d with blood ; 

His neck flrnts up a thickefl thorny wood ; 

His briflled back a trench impal’d appears. Dryden’ s Fables . 
Bo ar-spear. n. J. [from boar and fpear. ] A fpear ufed in 
hunting the boar. 

And in her hand a fliarp boar-fpear flie held. 

And at her back a bow and quiver gay, 

Stuff’d with Reel-headed darts. Fairy fjpueen, b.i.e. iii. 

Echion threw the firfl, but mifs’d his mark. 

And Rruck his boar-fpear on a maple bark. Dryden’ s Ovid. 
BOARD, n. f \baurd, Goth, bjiaed, Saxon.] 

1. A piece of wood of more length and breadth than thicknefs. 

With the faw they have fundred trees in boards and planks. 

it , Raleigh’s EJfays . 

Lvery houle has a board Over the door, whereon is written 

the number, fex, and quality of the perfons living in it. Temple. 
Go now, go truR the wind’s uncertain breath, 

Remov d four fingers from approaching death ; 

Or feven at moR, when thickefl is the board. Dryden’ s 7 uv 

2. A table, [from burdd, Welch.] d 

Soon after which, three hundred lords he flew, 

Of Britifli blood, all fitting at his board. Fairy hueen, b. ii. 
In bed he flept not, for my urging it ; ^ 

Af W he fed not, for my urging “t. ’sbakefp. Com. of Err. 

1 “ follow thee in fun’ral flames ; when dead. 

My ghoR fliall thee attend at board and bed. Sir 7 . Denham . 
Ueopatra made Antony a fupper, which was fumptuous and 

borad h ° Wbeit there Was no extra ordinary fervice upon the 

iv jt , Hakewell on Providence 

May ev ry god his friendly aid afford ; 

P an guard thy flock, and Ceres blefs thy board. Prior 

3. Entertainment; food. J rrtor. 

4. A table at which a council or court is held. 

Von I. 
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lloth better acquainted With affairs, than any other who fat 
then at that board. . . Chrendom 

5. An aflembly feated at a table ; a court of jurifdidlion. 

I wifli the king would be pleafed fometimes to be prefent at 
that board ; it adds a majefly to it. Bacon s Advice to Villi&Si 

6. The deck or floor of a Riip ; on beard fignifies in a fliip. 

Now board to board the rival veffels row* 

The billows lave the Ikies, and ocean groans below. Dryd. 
Our captain thought his fliip in fo great danger, that he 
confefled himfelf to a capuchin, who was on board. Addifom 
He ordered his men to arm long poles with fliarp hooks* 
wherewith they took hold of the tackling, which held the main- 
yard to the mafl of their enemy’s fliip ; then, rowing their own 
Ihip, they cut the tackling, and brought the mainyard by the 
l oar d, Arbuthnot on Coins. 

To Board. Vi a. [from the noun.] 

I* To enter a Ihip by force ; the fame as to ftorm, ufed of a city* 
I boarded the king’s fliip : now on the beak. 

Now in the wafle, the deck, in every cabin, 

I flam’d amazement. Shakefp. Tempejl. 

Yet not inclin’d the Englifli Ihip to board. 

More on his guns relies than on his fword. 

From whence a fatal volley we receiv’d ; 

It mifs’d the duke ; but his great heart it griev’d. IValleri 
Arm, arm, fhe cry’d, and let our Tyrians board 
With out’s his fleet, and carry fire and fword. Denhanu 
2* To attack, or make the firfl: attempt upon a marl ; aborder 
quelqu’un , Fr. 

Whom thus at gaze, the Palmer ’gan to board 
With goodly reafon, and thus fak - befpake.- Fairy b. lit 
Away, I do befeech you, both away ; 

I’ll board him prefently. Shahefp. Hamlet. 

Sure, unlefs he knew fome flrain in me, that I knew not my- 
felf, he would never have boarded me in this fury. Shakejpeare „ 
They learn what affociates and correfpondents they had, 
and how far every one is engaged, and what new ones they 
meant afterwards to try or board. Bacon’s Henry VII. 

3. To lay of pave with boards. 

Having thus boarded the whole room, the edges of fome 
boards lie higher than the next board ; therefore they perufe 
the whole floor ; and, where they find any irregularities,- pland 
them off. Moxon’s Mechanical Exercifes. 

To Board, v. n. To live in a houfe, where a certain rate is 
paid for eating. 

That we might not part. 

As we at firfl did board with thee, 

Now thou wouldft tafte our mifery. Herberts 

We are feveral of us, gentlemen and ladies, who board in the 
fame houfe ; and, after dinner, one of our company Hands up, 
and reads your paper to us all. Spectator, N° 96 r„ 

To Board, v. a. To place as a boarder in another’s houfe. 
Board-wages, n.f [from, board an<\ wages.] Wages allowed 
to fervants to keep themfelves in victuals. 

What more than madnefs reigns, 

When one Ihort fitting many hundreds drains. 

And not enough is left him, to fupply 
Board-vjages , or a footman’s livery ? Dryden’ s Juv. fat. i. 

Bo'arder. n.f. [fromboard.] Atabler; one that eats with an- 
other at a fettled rate. 

Bo'arding-school. 7 2. f [from board and fchool] A fchool 
where the fcholars live with the teacher. 

A blockhead, with melodious voice. 

In boar ding- fchools can have his choice. Swift. 

Bo arish. adj. [from boar.] Swinifh; brutal; cruel. 

I would not fee thy cruel nails 
Pluck out his poor old eyes ; nor thy fierce filter, 

Tn RO A^ n ° inted rm^ phaft S s ’ Shahefp, K. Lear. 

I o BOAS 1 . v. n. \boJl, Welch.] 

1. To brag; to difplay one’s own worth, or adions, m great 

words ; to talk oftentatioufly ; with of. b 

For I know the forwardnefs of your mind, for which I boafl 
of you to them of Macedonia. 9 r or : v 

2 . Sometimes it is ufed with in. ‘ ' * 

Some furgeons l have met, carrying bones about in tbeir 

pockets, hoofing in that which was their fhame. IVifemar 

3. To exalt one’s felf. rryeman. 

f J bUS WUh yo V : r m0Ut i - you have bo£ *ft ed a § ain ft me, and mul- 
To P Bols y T 0 . U V:. rdS asa ‘ nft me - ** «*v. 1 3. 

*• To brag of; to difplay with oftentatious language. 
ftamed 1 ' 1 “ y th ‘ nS t0 h ‘ m ° f 5' 0U>& 1 am n « a- 

vetlK the ^M° UCh(U , fed - t0 T god the P raife of L goodneft- 
y<* they did it only, in order to boajl the intereft they had in 

2. To magnify; to exalt. Utterbury. 

~E2£? ,S i" ;■ 

a.™".™ ,ta r "" 

Boast, n.f. [from the verb.] PJam xcvii ’ 7- 

i. A caufe of boafting; an occafion of pride ; the thing boafted 
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